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Radical papers, the Daily News hailing him as a
housing reformer, and the Stay commenting on his
good start. The Westminster Gazette credited him
with "actual experience and a progressive mind, if a
somewhat cold and autocratic manner." There was
naturally a certain amount of reference back to the
old National Service episode. There was however
very little reflection upon his actual competence in
connection therewith. The severest criticism on
that point was merely that he had retained that posi-
tion instead of resigning as soon as it appeared
that he could not get his own way. Against this
there was a considerable volume of opinion that he
had been badly treated in the whole affair.

Amid this atmosphere of general good-will and
approbation, Mr. Chamberlain settled down in the
spring of 1923 to work upon the Housing Question,
As a Member of the Cabinet, he was of course now
entitled to a voice in general policy, but at that time
it is no exaggeration to say that the Housing Ques-
tion stood right in the forefront of public policy. For
some months therefore we find Mr. Chamberlain
engrossed in the urgent business of re-housing the
nation. His work for housing comes under review
in the next chapter: it was his main occupation during
the 1920's and perhaps his principal practical con-
tribution to human happiness and welfare until his
activities recently achieved a more universal signifi-
cance. His original tenure of office at the Ministry
of Health was not destined to be of long duration,
though it was long enough for him to pilot through
the House of Commons and to place upon the Statute
Book the Housing Act of 1923, popularly known as
the Chamberlain Act. During the Parliamentary
recess in the summer of that year he again received
ministerial promotion and finished a year of almost
unprecedented political advancement.